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Chair Frank, Vice-Chair Hinojosa, and Committee Members,
Members of the Texas Pediatric Society would like to express strong support for House Bill 474 by
Representative Donna Howard. This bill will help Texas provide high quality supports for children and families
involved in or at risk of involvement with the Texas child welfare system.
In February 2018, Congress passed the Family First Prevention Services Act (FFPSA) as a part of the Bipartisan
Budget Act. This landmark legislation aims to shift focus and investment nationwide toward family-based
prevention services and the placement of children in family-like and least restrictive settings. House Bill 474 will
assist the state in implementing FFPSA by assessing foster care and family placements in Texas eligible for
federal reimbursement, including:
• Licensed family-based substance use treatment facilities that safely preserve families while parents and
caregivers receive substance use treatment supports.
• Qualified residential treatment programs that meet high quality standards for youth in foster care who need
intensive therapeutic supports.
• Placements specializing in providing prenatal, postpartum, or parenting support for youth – which will help to
break the intergenerational cycle of child welfare involvement.
• Supervised independent placements for young adults to help them transition successfully from the Texas
foster care system.
• Placements providing high-quality residential care to children and youth at risk for human trafficking.
In Texas, the data supports the need for these specialized supports. In fiscal year 2017, parent or caregiver
substance use was a primary concern in 68% of Child Protective Services removals.i We also know that youth
with complex trauma and previous or current involvement in foster care are especially vulnerable to human
trafficking, including youth transitioning out of foster care.ii Lastly, the American Academy of Pediatrics states
that children fare best in family-like settings and that congregate care, when necessary, must be of high-quality
and short duration - reserved for instances when it is absolutely essential.iii By assessing the capacity and
geographic distribution of supports for these specialized populations, Texas can not only identify gaps in services,
but also better prepare to maximize federal dollars that support children and preserve families.
Thank you for the opportunity to voice support for this critical piece of legislation. We look forward to continued
partnership with Representative Howard and this committee to meet the needs of children and families involved
in or at risk for involvement in our child welfare system.
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